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Earning a buck is hard. Enjoying it shouldn’t be. 


It takes a lot of hard work to take it easy. So when we take it easy, 
Kessler is there, too. It’s a smooth, easy whiskey—as smooth as silk. And Kessler’s 
a smooth, easy whiskey on the pocketbook. That’s easy to take, too. 
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MAGNUM T.A.: 


Up to date report 


on your favorite stars 
What did | do 

to deserve 

this abuse? 


KEVIN VON ERICH: 


The Golden 
Warrior-Tops 
in Texas 


_" 


HULK HOGAN: 


How much longer 
can the champ 
survive? 


GIANT POSTERS: 


THE ROAD WARRIORS 
S&THE ROCK AND ROLL! 
EXPRESS WITH 

JIMMY VALIANT 


ROAD WARRIO 


Working out 
to be 
the best 


DUSTY RHODES: 
4 Portrait 


of a Superstar 


FABULOUS FREEBIRDS: 


“There's no one 
better” 


ROCK 
AND 
ROLL 
EXPRESS 


Are the Rockers 
Headed for a Break-up? 
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Wrestling Insider will focus on the thrills and excitement that are 


an integral part of the fastest growing sport in the world, professional wrestling. 
It will give the reader a ringside seat to all of the major events throughout 

the wrestling world ace well as take them behind the scenes to see the stars of 
today up close and personal. 

This magazine will include personal profiles of the major stars 
as well as their most recent bouts, enabling the reader to follow the "soap opera" 
as it unfolds. 

Professional wrestling has no age boundary, nor does it cater to a 
specific crowd. "Fans" include professional people as well as blue collar and 
white collar workers. For years, wrestling was not considered "in", yet followers 
of the sport still turned out by the thousands to see the matches i: person all 
over the world. 

Today it's a whole new ballgame. It has become accepled to talk 
about the exploits of Hulk Hogan, King Kong Bundy, or the Road Warriors. Years 
age, people knew about Bruno Sammartino, Killer Kowalski and Buddy Rogers, but 
their accomplishments weren't discussed in the office for fear of being branded an 
odd ball. Today, wrestling's not only discussed but dissected daily by millions 
of people all over the world. 

Wrestling has come of age. It's the sport of the eighties, and 
we will capture this excitement in The Official International Wrestling Insider, 


the fan participation magazine. 


From the publisher, 


YOUR OWN MULTI- STATION 
WORKOUT GYM — 
IN YOUR OWN HOME! 


MINI-VERSAL® — A PATENTED- 
DESIGN MULTI-PHASIC 
EXERCISER STATION. 


FREE BOOK 
BY IKE BERGER 


We unconditionally guarantee everyone of our products. If, for 
any reason, you are not satisfied with your MINI-VERSAL, simply 
return to us for a full refund. 
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Invented by U.S. OLYMPIC GOLD MEDAL WINNER, Ike 
Berger, an Olympic doctor, and a team of medical 
engineers, MINI-VERSAL replaces the gigantic 
expensive gym equipment you'd spend hundreds of 
dollars JUST to have access to! 

The new patented design also gives you a choice of 
over 100 different workout routines to speed up 
excess weight loss, trim & firm & strengthen your 
whole body into a shape you can be proud of. 
MINI-VERSAL® is a truly remarkable and versatile 
exerciser for all age types and levels of conditioning. 
FEATURES include a rugged reinforced tubular steel 
construction, sturdy base for solid anchoring, comfort 
grips, adjustable hi-low support bar, heavy-duty 
tension springs with adjustable tension controls, as 
well as friction-free pulley wheels for smooth 
repetitions. 

You also get lke Berger's fully-illustrated “101 MINI- 
VERSAL EXERCISES” booklet to guide you through the 
way to a better build! 


Yes! | want to shape up. Please send me your DELUXE ROWING 
ACTION EXERCISER for only $59.95 plus $11.25 shipping and 
handling. N.Y. State residents, add 8% sales tax. 


Name 

Address 

City State Zip 
/ / Check/M.O. 

NO C.O.D.’s_ AMT. ENCLOSED 

MAIL TO: Ben Merchandising, Inc. 


P.O. Box 1316 
New York, N.Y, 10116 
Coupon Code: RAE Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 


Signature 
(for credit card orders) 
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The Road Warriors have been appearing in more singles bouts of late. 


his is the premier issue of 

Wrestling Insider, the mag- 
azine dedicated to the true wrest- 
ling fan. Inside each issue we will 
devote space to the various fan 
clubs and bulletins that dot the 
wrestling world as well as report 
onall the happenings in the world 
of professional wrestling. We 
want this to be your magazine 
and as such your input is vital. 
Please let us know what you 
would like to see and we'll do our 
best to get it into print. 

If you operate a fan club or 
know someone who does, please 
send us all the particulars and 
we'll pass this information along 
to our readers. Also, we know 
that there are quite a few excel- 
lent newsletters with information 


that is of interest to all. If you pub- © 


lish such a paper, send us a copy 
along with all pertinent informa- 
tion. We'll let the fans become 
aware of your endeavors, In fut- 
ure issues Wrestling Insider will 
also print a pen pal section for 
any one wishing to correspond 
with someone with similar likes 
and interests. If you want to be 
listed in our next issue, send your 
name and address along with the 
name of your favorite wrestler, 
your hobbies and your favorite 
wrestling territory. Maybe you'll 
want to exchange information on 
your favorite with someone in 
another part of the country. 
While on the same subject we 
want to remind everyone that the 
WFIA (Wrestling Fans Interna 
tional Association) will be spon- 
soring its annual convention in 
Houston, Texas from August 6 to 
August 9. This would be an excel- 
lent opportunity to meet other 
people who feel the same way 
that you do about professional 
wrestling. If you would like to 
learn more about this great 
organization address all inquiries 
to the WFIA, P.O. box 451, 
Freeport, II. 61032. Mention that 


Magnum T.A. is very upset 
over losing the U.S. belt. 


you read about them in Wrestling 
Insider. 

Its hard to believe how much 
the wrestling world has grown. 
Today one can sit at home and 
see wrestling action from all over 
the country. This was virtually 


impossible no more than five 
years ago. Today one is able to 
see the WWF, the NWA, the AWA, 
the UWF and WCW on various 
cable outlets throughout the 
country in addition to local 
programming. It's certainly a 
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boon time for all hard core 
wrestling fanatics. 

Now on to the happenings in 
the wild and crazy world of pro- 
fessional wrestling. The biggest 
news centers around Magnum 
T.A., Terry Allen. The popular 
Magnum is really upset and for a 
good reason. He's been stripped 
of his U.S. Heavyweight title by 
the NWA and now must square 
off against Nikita Koloff in a best 
of seven series to determine the 
new champion. Magnum isn't 
upset our having to face Nikita, 
but he’s boiling mad over the fact 
that he feels he was unjustly 
stripped of his title. “With all the 
stupid things Ric Flair has done 


away.” Magnum moaned. “But 
they do it to me. Is that fair?” You 
can be sure that a real war is 
brewing 

Incidentally Ric Flair is sched- 
uled to face fourteen different op- 
ponents in July during the Great 
American Bash tour. If the champ 
is able to escape with his title in- 
tact after this grueling schedule 
he could go down in history as 
the greatest champion of all time. 

Did you catch Hulk Hogan and 
Vince McMahon when they host- 
ed Friday Night videos. National 
exposure is great but not when it 
makes you look like a baffoon! 
Vince McMahon's get up was just 
alittle bit too much. Wearing sun- 
glasses and riding a motor cycle 
somehow doesn't jive with his 
real image. As for the Hulk, he 
was true to character, brash and 
bold; an imposing figure none the 
less. 

Terry Gordy, the UWF champ- 
ion has really come on strong in 
the last several weeks. Gordy 
always had tremendous talent 
but somehow this talent gets lost 
in tag team matches, Now that 
he’s wrestling in more singles 
bouts, however, people are really 
starting to notice what a great 
wrestler he Is. But where does 
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this leave the team of the Fabu- 
lous Freebirds? Could they be 
headed for a split? 

Many people feel the sameway 
about the Rock and Roll Express. 
Ricky and Robert have been 
wrestling in more and more sing- 
les bouts leaving one to believe 
that their once great team is 
headed for oblivion. Both, how- 
ever, categorically deny that any 
split is forthcoming. 

Meanwhile, Jim Cornette and 
his Midnight Express continue to 


Tully Blanchard 
and Arn Anderson 
are two of the 
wildest men in the 
sport today. 


reign supreme on the tag team 
scene, They really are a good 
team. 

Ric Rude, the WCW wrestling 
champion has been battling 
Lance Von Erich for the crown. 
“Cousin” Lance would love to 
regain the family jewel. Kerry Von 
Erich is home after a 2 week stay 
in a Dallas hospital and the popu- 
lar star continues to make slow 
but steady progress. Everyone all 
over the world wishes Kerry a 
speedy recovery. 


“Macho Man” Randy Savage is 
the best thing to happen to the 
WWF in years. With Roddy 
Piper's mysterious absence the 
Macho Man has more than 
picked up the slack. 

Cowboy Bill Watts enlisted the 
aid of Dusty Rhodes and Steve 
Williams to get revenge on Ivan 
and Nikita Koloff and Korstia Kor- 
chenko. And, in the New Orleans 
Superdome the popular three- 
some really took care of the bad 
boys from Russia. In addition, 
“Hot Stuff” Eddie Gilbert gct the 
whipping of his life when the 
popular cowboy knocked the 
stuffings out of the loud mouth 
Gilbert. After his beating, Hot 
Stuff will definitely think twice 
before he ever tries to double 
cross Bill Watts again. 


“Hands of Stone” 
Ronnie Garvin 
is feuding with 
Tully Blanchard. 


conspicuously absent from the WWF scene. 


The Midnight Express, with Jim Cornette 
are the number one tag team today. 


The Midnight Rockers, Shawn 
Michaels and Marty Janetty have 
really looked sharp in recent 
AWA outings. The rockers are 
now hoping to knock off Playboy 
Buddy Rose and Pretty Boy 
Doug Sommers for the AWA tag 
team title. 

Since returning from Japan the 
awesome Road Warriors are also 
wrestling in more and more sin- 
gles bouts. What's happening to 
the tag team scene? 

In closing we would like to re- 
mind everyone that this is your 
magazine. Please send all fan 
club bulletins, newsletters, clip- 
pings or any pertinent informa- 
tion to Wrestling Insider. We want 
to become your number one 
magazine. 


Roddy Piper has been 


Magnum is a bloody mess after his battle. 


What's Next 
for the 


Popular 
Superstar? 


Magnum 
T.A. Terry Allen, 


has really been having his 
problems of late. The ever 
popular Magnum has been bat- 
tling Ric Flair, Arn Anderson, 
Tully Blanchard, the Koloffs and 
Jim Cornette and the Midnight 
Express night after night all over 
the country. It seems that no 
matter where he goes Magnum 
T.A. is confronted by yet another 
enemy. In addition to these men 
Magnum now feels that the entire 
National Wrestling Alliance is 
against him. “What am | sup- 
posed to do?” Magnum ques- 
tioned prior to a match in 
Houston. “It’s bad enough when 
you have to watch your back con- 
stantly because of guys like Ric 
Flair, Arn Anderson, Tully Blan- 
chard and the Koloffs but now | 


find that even the National Wrest- 
ling Alliance is against me. What 
did | do to deserve this?” 

Magnum T.A. is very upset over 
a recent turn of events involving 
himself and Nikita Koloff. The 
powerful Russian stalked Mag- 
num from one end of the U.S. to 
the other in hopes of winning the 
Prestigious U.S. Heavyweight 
title. Their battles have been 
waged inside a steel cage, with 
lumberjacks around the ring and 
even in aring enclosed by barbed 
wire. Although the Russian came 
very close to lifting the title on 
numerous occasions, after every 
bout the powerful Magnum al- 
ways managed to leave the arena 
with the U.S. Heavyweight belt 
still in his possession. Today, 
however, Magnum is devastated 
as the U.S. Heavyweight belt has 
been taken away by the NWA for 
“conduct unbecoming a champ- 
ion.” 

The incident that led to the 
NWA stripping Magnum of the 
title occured during a press con- 
ference between Magnum and 
Nikita Koloff. Magnum had agreed 
to defend his U.S. belt on televi- 
sion against Nikita Koloff, but 
unfortunately Magnum brought 
his mother along to witness the 
contract signing. During the 
press conference the Russian 
began to belittle Magnum’s mom. 
lrate, Magnum viciously attacked 
Nikita Koloff. The champ tore 
into the Russian with a ven- 
geance. They tussled for several 
minutes before Magnum and Kol- 
off were finally separated. The 
following week NWA president 
Bob Geigel summoned Magnum 
to appear at NWA headquarters. 
Geigel told Magnum, “The Board 
of Directors of the National 
Wrestling Alliance has reviewed 
an incident that took place during 
a press conference for contract 
signing between U.S. Heavy- 
weight champ Magnum T.A. and 


Magnum has Baron Von Raschke in his abdominal stretch. 


Magnum catches Ric Flair in his sleeper hold. Nikita Koloff chokes the life out of a badly beaten 
Magnum T.A. 


challenger Nikita Koloff. A major- 
ity of the Board of Directors feel 
that the conduct of Magnum T.A., 
the U.S. title holder was not in 


accordance with the standard of 
conduct that the National Wrest- 


ling Alliance would expect from a 
champion. There will be no sus- 
pension, but for the record let it 
be noted that this is an official 
reprimand to Magnum T.A. for 
conduct unbecoming a champ- 
ion.” Hearing this Magnum was 
stunned. His reply to President 


Tully Blanchard grimace 
in pain as Magnum 
connects with a 

vicious right hand. 


Geigel was very strong. “Forget 
about the U.S. championship. 
Forget about the whole NWA. 
This is my mom here. This is 
family. That's different. It’s got to 
deserve some other considera- 
tion. What would you have doneif 
it would have been your mom out 
there? Tell me that!” 

Geigel's reply was to the point. 
“The U.S. champion isto conduct 
himself at all times. Let that be 
noted.” With that Magnum shouted, 
“let this be noted,” and he hauled off 


and viciously smacked the presi- 
dent to the ground. As Geigel rolled 
on the ground Magnum just 
turned around and calmly walked 
off as if nothing had happened. 
After the vicious assault Presi- 
dent Geigel stated, “Magnum 
T.A. received an official repri- 
mand for his conduct and at the 
time of his notification his action 
taken against an official repre- 
sentative of the NWA leaves the 
Board of Directors no other op- 
tion than to strip Magnum T.A. of 


Magnum T.A. stands 
in the ring ready for battle. 


the U.S. title for action unbecom- 
ing a champion, effective’ im- 
mediately!” 

After Magnum was stripped of 
his crown, Ivan and Nikita Koloff 
claimed the title by default, but 
their claim to the title was not sus- 
tained. “The title has to be won in 
the ring,” promoter Jim Crockett 
stated. “As Nikita Koloff is the 
number one challenger and Mag- 
num T.A., the former c pion. 
The two will meet in a best of 
seven series with the winner 
crowned the new U.S. champ- 
ion.” 

Magnum T.A., however, is still 
upset over the entire situation. 
“There is no reason why | should 
have to win back my title. |should 
never have lost the title in the first 
place. When Ric Flair, along with 
his gutless cohorts Arn Anderson 
and Tully Blanchard viciously 
attacked Ricky Morton and broke 
his nose the NWA didn’t say any- 
thing to him. They should have 
stripped him of his title for actions 
unbecoming a champion. What 
about the time Flair, along with 
the Andersons broke Dusty’s leg. 
What happened then? Nothing 
again! There's definitely a con- 
spiracy against me and | have to 
believe Ric Flair is behind it in 
some way. If he wasn't, then how 
come he still has his title while | 
don’t have mine. But it's ok. I'll 
beat Nikita four straight and win 
back my title” 

The month of July is going to 
be avery crucial one for Magnum 
T.A. If the power Magnum can re- 
gain the U.S. title he will then be 
in line for another World's title 
showdown with Ric Flair. But if 
by some twist of fate Nikita Koloff 
wins the U.S. belt, Magnum T.A.’s 
career could be at an end. Mag- 
num’s millions of admirers, how- 
ever, are hoping that this wil not 
happen. 


All Around Good Guy 


by Carolyn Jackson 


nyone lucky enough to 
beat the last name Von 
Erich is guaranteed fan-favorite 
status .in the hearts of wrestling 
fans everywhere. As the mainstay 
of the World Class Wrestling 
Association, these guys are no- 
thing short of a family of 
superstars. 
There is always at least one 
Von Erich to headline the cards of 


the World Class promotions. 
There is one Von Erich, however, 
who stands slightly apart from 
the rest of the family. Not the 
most popular, the strongest, or 
even the best looking, Kevin Von 
Erich is easily the most talent 
professional wrestler in his family. 
Unparalleled aerial expertise and 
lightning fast agility have enabled 
Kevin to successfully develop 


The brothers; Kerry, Michael, and Kevin are quite a close family. 
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and pursue a trademark style all 
his own. Having the name Von 
Erich doesn't hurt, but his super 
wrestling ability is what attracts 
legions of wrestling fans from all 
over the country to his matches. 

Von Erich is the perfect exam- 
ple of the classic long, tall, Texan, 
both physically and conceptually. 
Lith, lean, and with a physique you 
could hang a blue ribbon on, 


Kevin Von Erich 
is one of 

the most 
popular stars 
today. 


Kevin's strength doubles up his opponent 


when Kevin vaults over the top 
rope his fans are assured of his 
giving 100%. According to the 
Golden Warrior, he gives his all 
because he’s a Von Erich and 
that’s just the way they do things. 
And, though Kevin travels exten- 
sively, he seems to enjoy nothing 
better than wrestling at home and 
being close to his family and 
most ardent fans. 

Barefoot wrestling is probably 
Von Erich’s most recognizable 
trademark. During a recent radio 
interview he replied to a fan's 
question as to why he wrestled 
this way by saying that it was 
hard to explain, except that he 
feels quicker and more alert and 
can move better without the tradi- 
tional wrestling footwear. I’ve 
always suspected that Von Erich’s 
barefoot style had something to 
do with balance and coordination 
and less to do with growing up 
barefooted in Denton county. 
Whatever Von Erich’s reason is to 
showing his ankles, it works. 

Kevin Von Erich’s lower body 
strength has made the man 
somewhat of a legend in his time 
and allowed him to develop 
wrestling techniques that other 
wrestlers only dream of. It's awell 
known fact among his potential 
adversaries that the eldest brother 
in the Von Erich clan is an expert 
at the reversal of the figure four 
leglock and that “off of the top 
rope” is simply another Von Erich 
byword. Whether somersaulting 
out of armbars or taking down his 
Opponents with his high-flying 
head scissors, Kevin is one of the 
sport's top flight competitors. 

Watchful fans cannot fail to note 
the sense of humor that Kevin 
carrier into the ring on occasion. 
An adversary locked in the main 
squeeze (Kevin'g body scissors) is 
sure to get his hair ruffled atime or 
two and he once told Freebird 
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Kevin raises his arm in triumph. 


Buddy Roberts to quit pulling his 
tights or he'd jerk Robert's wig off 
for the fans. 

A fast pace is a prerequisite for 
Von Erich’s wrestling style. He 
keeps both his opponents and his 
fans dazzled as he explodes in the 
ring — 240 pounds of pure dyna- 
mite in every match! The past year 
has seen a slight change in Kevin, 
although in his case it's not so 
much a change as a progression. 
He doesn't seem to rely as much 
on the Von Erich claw as he does 
on his own natural ability. Make no 
mistake, he uses the claw at times, 
but it's been a while since it's been 
polished up and paraded around 
the ring. He uses it sparingly and 
seems to be aware that his claw is 
most effective when he applies it 
abdominally. 

It is a shame that the recent 
withdrawal of the WCWA from the 
NWA will preclude Kevin Von 
Erich’s getting another shot at the 
NWA World title. He would make a 
fine champion. There is, however, 


no shortage of capable competi- 
tion for a wrestler of Von Erich’s 
calibre, as the WCWA boasts 
some of the finest grappling 
talents to be found. 

In addition to being known for 
his prowess in the ring, Kevin Von 
Erich is also acclaimed for the 
work he does for various charities 
in the Dallas-Ft. Worth area. His 
specialty seems to be working 
with sick and underprivileged 
children. The appearance that he 
made, along with his brothers, 
Sunshine, and WCWA official 
David Manning on the Easter 
Seals telethon this year resulted in 
numerous and hefty donations 
being contributed by area wrest- 
ling fans to that very worthy cause. 

One of the questions Kevin's 
fans are asking these days is how 
he feels about Chris Adams since 
Chris’ dramatic philosophy re- 
versal. Kevin is slow to answer that 
One and doesn't really seem too 
eager to embrace the friendship 
that once bound these two 


together as honorary brothers. 
Kevin recalls that ambulance ride 
to the hospital and the pain he felt 
after Adams cracked his head 
Open with a chair at the Cotton 
Bowl two years ago. Chris claims_ 
to be a changed man, and to have 
his priorities straight once again. 
The fans in Texas are willing to for- 
give him and let him have his 
chance to prove himself worth of 
their support. Can Kevin Von 
Erich forgive his one time best 
friend turned worst enemy? Only 
time will tell. 

Kevin Von Erich is an all around 
good guy; clean-cut, clean-living, 
and with wrestling ability that puts 
him into an elite class. Kevin fights 
clean, but he can get down and 
brawl with the worst of them if 
need be. Never backing down 
from a fight,.Von Erich is a sure 
thing for an exciting wrestling 
match on any given night. Texas 
loves a hero, especially when it's 
a home-grown one, 


A Look 


at the Top Ten 


Challengers 
for the 
Hulk’s Crown 


By Jerry Scotti 


ver since Hulk Hogan cap- 
tured the WWF Heavy- 
weight championship, his critics 
have speculated at just how long 
he could retain the belt, in light of 
all his outside activities. Critics 
also cite a lack of endurance and 
limited scientific abilities. These 
remarks have persisted, even 
though Hogan has undeniably 
turned back the challenged of 
some of the top stars in the sport. 
Following is a breakdown of 
the top ten challengers for the 
Hulkster’'s title, and a brief sum- 
mary of their strengths and assets 
as compared to the champ. This 
list is not arranged in any parti- 
cular order but is intended to 
promote discussion on who 
Hogan’s successor might pos- 
sibly be. You may agree or disa- 
gree with the statements in- 
cluded, but they represent honest 
Opinions about the top con- 
tenders for the WWF belt. 
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Early in 
Hogan's championship reign, 
Studd gave the champ all he 
could handle, even beating him 
via countout in several blood- 
baths throughout the country. 
Since then, Studd’s champion- 


Big John Studd, 


despite his size, 
appears to have 
lost his momentum 


ll 
ship desire has faded away as he 
has become more concerned with 
Andre the Giant and less enthused 
about the title. With his physical 
attributed, he could still give 
Hogan a tough battle, but his 
drive is now all but gone. 


“Macho Man” Randy Savage 
is another tough competitor. 


RANDY “MACHO MAN” SA- 
VAGE Since winning the Inter- 
continental Championship, Sa- 
vagee has concerned himself 
totally with Tito Santana, and not 
with Hulk. Before winning the 
belt, Savage came close on 
several occasions to upending 
the champ, but his arrogance and 
massive ego got in the way. He is 
now more concerned with his 
image and with Elizabeth, than he 
is with his wrestling. Besides, 
Savage has the Intercontinental 
title to worry about. Don't expect 
him to go after the Hulk's title any 
time soon. 


MAGNIFICENT MURACO The 
Oriental style of Muraco, com- 
bined with his excellent wrestling 
talent, make him a top contender. 
He has given Hogan tough 
battles in the past and hung in 
there, after taking massive doses 
of punishment. Muraco was also 
atop challenger when Bob Back- 
lund held the crown and still has 
an outside chance to upend the 
champ. Add the guidence of Mr. 
Fuji to Muraco’s arsenal and the 
Hawaiian is as deadly as they 
come. But as far as wearing the = 5 


Hulk’s crown, Muraco’s bestdays Magnificent Muraco was a top competitor but lately he’s been having his 
are behind him. problems with Pedro Morales and others. 


Since 
losing to Hogan in the cage 
match at WrestleMania ||, Bundy 
seems to have lost his hunger for 
the title. His matches are still 
showcases for his awesome 
moves, but the fire in his eyes has 
died down, He seems to have lost 
interest in following up on what 
he started. Like his partner John 
Studd, Bundy is more concerned 
with Andre the Giant than with 
Hogan, but that comes as a sur- 
Prise to no one since Bundy has 
always had a lack of drive and 
sustaining interest in title pursuits 
throughout his career. With re- 
cent flare-ups with Studd, one 
has to wonder how long they will 
remain together, and if they don't, 
there go two more men for 
Hogan's list. 
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The Iron Sheik is a former WWF champion. 


You can never 
discount the man Hogan beat for 
the title, as the Sheik is still the 
most talented wrestler in the 
WWF, bar none. His vast array of 
amateur moves and suplexes 
make him an unpredictable foe 
who could easily score a pinfall 
On the champ. The Sheik pos- 
sesses great endurance, which is 
a credit to the Iranian since 
Hogan rarely goes more than 
nine minutes without getting 
winded. If the Sheik can get a 
match with the champ and out- 
wrestle him for 10 minutes and 
then clamp on the Camel Clutch, 
it could be lights out for Hogan. 
Talent-wise, the Iron Sheik has 
the best chance out of all the con- 
tenders of beating the champ, but 
he’s stuck in a dead end battle 
with Nikolai Kolkoff against Cor- 
poral Kershner. He should forget 
about this and concentrate on the 
champ instead 


;King Kong Bundy is simply awesome. 


“Terrible” Terry Funk is 
another very tough challenger. 


TERRY FUNK The former 
NWA champ is not what he used 
to be after countless knee opera- 
tions and alengthy absence from 
the ring. Like other challengers, 
Funk is too concerned with 
another wrestler, in his case, 
Junkyard Dog, to devote the 
necessary time to a champion- 
ship challenge. Funk is as tough 
as they come but he will not be- 
come champion unless he aban- 
dons his feud with JYD. 


JAKE “THE SNAKE” ROBERTS 
This WWF newcomer brings with 
him a unique wrestling style and 
impressive championship cre- 
dentials. Roberts is tough, mean, 
talented and hungry for a title. 
Add the intimidation he creates 
with his snake, Damien, and you 
have one man anxious to beat 
Hogan. Unfortunately, he is too 
absorbed with Ricky Steamboat 
to think about Hogan but once he 
gets over his obsession with 
Steamboat. Roberts will go after 
the champ and maybe slither his 
way to the top. 


Jake Roberts could give the 
champ a run for his money. 
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Although 
he and Hogan are friends, Orn- 
dorff deserves recognition for his 
tremendous talent and scientific 
wrestling ability, which could 
quite easily overpower the champ. 

When he was avillain, Orndorff 
relied on brawling to get by, 
which was disastrous since Hogan 
is a master at that. If he should ac- 
tually wrestle the champ, Orn- 
dorff might become champion 
sooner than you think. His drive is 
weakening, but given the oppor- 
tunity, he could catapult himself 
into contention again. 


Harley Race has the best chance 
of dethroning the Hulk. 


Paul "Mr. Wonderful” Orndorff 
appears to have lost his desire. 


Now that the 
seven-time former NWA Cham- 
pion is inthe WWF full-time, he is 
a top pick to beat Hogan. Race 
has forgotten more wrestling 
than Hogan will ever know, in 
addition to the fact that Hogan 
never beat Race via pinfall. 
when Race was NWA Champion 
and Hogan was a challenger. The 
Kansas City brawler can fight 
with the best of them and if he 
stays healthy and hungry, he has 
an excellent chance to become 
WWF champion. Another plus in 
Race’s column is his reunion with 
former friend Bobby Heenan. 
Together these two evil geniuses 
will definitely make life miserable 
for Hogan. 


“The Dragon" Ricky Steamboat 
is one of the best wrestlers today. 


Like Orn- 
dorff, Steamboat deserves men- 
tion due to his impressive record, 
even though the WWF would 
never sanction a match between 
Hogan and another fan favorite. If 
the Hulk were not champion, 
Steamboat would probably have 
the best chance at the title, be- 
cause he is one of the best pure 
wrestlers in the sport. His martial 
arts tactics, however, tend to 
deter from his outstanding ability. 
One on one, Steamboat could 
defeat Hulk Hogan in a wrestling 
match, but don't look for this to 
happen. 

There are other men waiting in 
the wings, like “Adorable” Adrian 
Adonis, Greg Valentine, Nikolai 
Volkoff, Brutus Beefcake, Tito 
Santana and countless others, 
but the previously mentioned ten 
individuals are the top choices to 
give the Hulk a tough battle for 
the WWF crown. It remains to be 
seen who will defeat Hogan, but 
rest assured, some day he will 
lose the belt. Its happened to 
champions before and it will hap- 
pen again. It's inevitable. Right 
now, one of the previously listed 
challengers could someday end 
up wearing the prestigious WWF 
heavyweight championship belt. 
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“‘We’re the Best at What We Do!” 


Lonnie Hanover 


Spend a day in New York’s 
Mid City Gym 
with the hottest 
Team in wrestling! 


© you want to look like a 

Road Warrior? It's not easy! 

It takes more than face paint to 

look like the Road Warriors as the 
two muscle men have worked 
their entire life to get that unique 
Road Warrior look. “It started out 
when we were small,” Animal 
snarled. “Hawk and | were always 
the toughest on the block and it’s 
because we worked at it. We 
iweated, we broke our backs and 

ther people's faces too while we 
Nere growing up. Every day we 
went to the gym and pushed the 
weights. We knew what we 
wanted and we worked for it.” 
“That's right,” Hawk added. “And 
if we had any static with the gym 
people we would go the housing 
development and toss bricks and 
cinder blocks around. Some 
people used to say we were crude 
but there’s nothing crude about 
us today. We're the best there is at 
what we do and no one can deny 
this.” 


Animal works with’ 
the dumbells while 
Hawk supervises. 


Looking at Animal and Hawk 
it's obvious that it took many long 
hours and years of sweat and 
pain to look the way they do 
today. “They are totally dedicated 
to this sport,” manager Precious 
Paul Ellering remarked, “Some 
people just sit back and expect to 
get things handed to them, not 
Animal and Hawk. They've always 
worked hard for the things they 
want. When the Warriors first 
started out people often criticized 
them and said that they couldn't 
wrestle worth a dime. The criti- 
cism hurt but it was true. They 


Animal strains while 
Hawk watches. 


Hawk is a study 


in concentration or 
as he performs’ _™ 


nis (2 ‘ 
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Hawk performs his routines. 


knew it too and worked had to 
overcome this knock against 
them. Now you don't hear any- 
one saying this, do you? Animal 
and Hawk are the two most dedi- 
cated men in the profession.” 
With the constant traveling that 
they do it’s not easy keeping their 
bodies in shape, but the Road 
Warriors make it a point to visit a 
gym every day no matter where 
they go. “Ofall the cities we wres- 
tle in, this is our favorite,” Animal 


Hawk pulls down omthe Universal: 


Animal easily pulls the weights on the universal. 
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” 
Hawk grimaces 
during his workout. 


States as he began his workout in 
New York's Mid City Gym. “This 
is a hard core gym and not one of 
those sissy modern gyms. This 
Place has the same atmosphere 
as the gyms we go to in Chicago. 
That's why whenever we're in the 
Big Apple we come here.” 

For the next sixty minutes 
Animal and Hawk worked on 
their biceps, triceps, pecks, lats, 
and quads. Their dedication, 
determination and discipline w 
evident as each took the time to 
diligently perform each routine 
“My men have been doing this 
since their early teens.” Precious 
Paul Ellering stated, “And they're 
still at it today and every day for 
that matter. Can you name any 
other wrestlers as dedicated as 


out on the 
Universal. 


these two? | don’t want to sound 
like I'm bragging but we deserve 
all the praise and accolades that 
have been bestowed on us. No 


One else does it better.” 
Reporter Kathy Novak and a 


crew from Sports Channel were 
also on hand to record the Road 
Warriors workout for the Sports 
Channel Cable Network. “I've 
heard a lot of different things 
about wrestlers but these two 


guys are serious about their pro- 
fession,” Ms. Novak remarked as 
Animal and Hawk quietly went 
aboul their routines. “I've never 
seen anyone so dedicated as 
these two in my life.” 

The Road Warriors are indeed 
dedicated professionals with one 
goal in mind: to be the best at 
what they do. It's obvious that 
they've already reached that 
pinacle! 


DUSTY 
RHODES 


Portrait 
of a 
Superstar 


By Al Tessitore 


A bloody Dusty Rhodes is led 
back to the dressing room. 


hroughout the years, Dusty 

Rhodes has stayed near 
the top of the wrestling game due 
to his ability to make things 
happen no matter where he 
appears. No matter if it’s singles 
matches, tag team matches or 
battle royals, the “American 
Dream” thrills fans and angers 
fellow wrestlers by always man- 
aging to come out on top one way 
or the other. 

Rhodes started out his career 
as a villainous member of the in- 
famous “Texas Outlaws” with 
Dick Murdoch. Known then as 
“Dirty Dusty Rhodes,” he created 
mayhem from one coast to the 
other as the Outlaws captured 
title after title in some of the 
bloodiest battles ever seen. Their 
specialties were the bunkhouse 
match, bullrope match and Texas 


The American Dream, Dusty Rhodes 
and his valet Baby Doll are loved 
by one and all in the NWA 


tornado match, which they exe- 
cuted with precision in defense of 
their belts. 

Somewhere along the way, 
Rhodes changed his philosophy 
about life, and he began adhering 
to the rules instead of flagrantly 
disregarding them. The minute 
this metamorphasis occurred, 
Rhodes was immediately for- 
given by the fans and adopted as 
their new found hero. Another 
part of the change involved his 
interviews, where he went from 
being quiet to boisterous. Rhodes 
now gives some of the most 
humorous and long-winded inter- 
views in the sport, leaving many 
chuckling at their conclusion. 

There isn't an area of the nation 
where Rhodes has not achieved 
some sort of success, either by 
winning a title or driving a hated 
villain out of town. Rhodes’ favor- 
ite place in the world is Florida, 
where he engaged in heated 


battles years ago with Kevin Sul- 
livan’s Satanic sect. During his 
time in Florida, Rhodes has held 
the Florida Heavyweight cham- 
pionship and also the Florida Tag 
Team championship, to become 
one of the all-time dominant 
forces in Florida wrestling. 

Although he loves Florida, 
Rhodes has enjoyed his greatest 
success in the area known as 
World Championship Wrestling. 
Some of the titles Rhodes has held 
while wrestling in this area are the 
NWA World Heavyweight champ- 
ionship (which he has held twice), 
the NWA World Tag Team 
championship, NWA World Tele- 
vision championship and the 
National Heavyweight champion- 
ship. These triumphs have made 
Rhodes a wanted man by many 
area badmen who aim to put him 
on the injured list while making a 
name for themselves. 

If this area has brought Rhodes 


Rhodes and Baby Doll hold an 
impromptu meeting 


his greatest success over the 
years, it has also brought him his 
greatest sorrows. Last year, Rhodes 
jumped into the ring to save NWA 
World Champion Ric Flair from a 
beating he was receiving from the 
Russians. For his efforts, Rhodes 
was sneak attacked by Flair and 
Ole and Arn Anderson. Together 
the three cousins broke Rhodes’ 
ankle, forcing him to surrender 
his Television belt since he could 
not defend it. 

Undaunted by the injury, Rhodes 
bounced back stronger than 
ever, going after Arn and Flair 
with more intensity than he has 
shown in years. Although he 
came up short, Rhodes taught 
them a lesson by breaking Ole’s 


leg, putting him out of wrestling 
for six months and sending 
shivers up the spines of his 
enemies. By playing their game 
to perfection, Rhode showed he 
can take it and dish it out too, 
Rhodes picked up even more 
fans when he rescued Baby Doll 
from Tully Blanchard, after he 
slapped her on national tele- 
vision. But this momentary joy 
turned sour when he was forced 
to watch Jim Cornette and the 


Midnight Express severely injure 
her, when they jammed a tennis 
racket into her stomach. This un- 
called for attack has prompted 
Rhodes and Magnum T.A. to 
launch an all-out war against the 
Midnight Express, for revenge, 


The American Dream, Dusty Rhodes 
snaps the sleeper on Ric Flair. 


Rhodes’ elbow smash 
sends Ric Flair flying 


Rhodes hurles a 
bloodied Flair 
across the ring. 


tthem, Rhodes and the Warriors 


At present, Rhodes and the 
Road Warriors are the proud 
owners of the NWA World Six 
Man Tag Team championship 
having defeated the Koloffs and 
Baron Von Raschke in a savage 
cage match in Baltimore. The 
combination of Rhodes and the 
Warriors spells doom for their 
enemies, as they have made a 
pact to wipe out Flair, Blanchard, 
the Andersons and Cornette and 
the Midnight Express. With pre- 
cious Paul and Baby Doll behind 


should do well, because under all 
the face paints and large bodies, 
all three men are blood brothers 
who came from the streets with 
nothing but the clothes on their 


CAVALCADE OF CATALOCS 


Catalogs offer you a wide variety and the convenience of shopping any hour inthe comfort of your home 


HIGH QUALITY 
STIM IN 


VITAMINS * DIET AIDS 


The all white Magnum, Valentine, 
44 Magnum, 357 Magnum, 

Fastiene, Dexiene, The Rebel, 

White Bird, Blue Bird energizers. Plus 
fast acting decongestant Flash Tab 

& the Flash Diet Tab. Free Info. 908 


PRIVATE Lives 


PRIVATE LIVES 
Want better sex? Discover the monthly 
newsletter that’s changing the sex lives. 
of men and women all across America. 
Each month you'll read the latest news 
on sexual research and sexual tech- 
niques, the sex toy report and much 
more. Send now for more infotmation 
and how to take advantage of our spe- 
cial introductory offer Free. 967 


ARE YOU OVER 40? 

You could be missing 

out on the best sox 

of your entire life. Sex 

Over Forty is a unique 

monthly newsletter 

written by a prominent 

sex therapist, Dr Paul 

A. Floming. It gives you all the vital 
information & practical advice you need 
to enjoy satisfying sex—no matter what 
your age. Send now for free info & our 
‘Special ’2 price Introductory offer_909 


WIN AT THE CASINOS. 
Dice, Blackjack, 
Houlette, Siots, 
Baccarat, Keno, 

Learn how to play to 


win! Large selection of sree YORE 


methods, techniques & 

hottips on all Casino oF. 
games. Over 20 Sh ay) 
complete publications NS yy & 


filled with profesional 
details & instructions. Actual samples. 
World Amusement Catalog 75¢ 757 


PERSONAL 
GROWTH 
CATALOG: 

Over 400 
Self-Improvement 
Tapes. 

Self Hypnosio, 
Parenting 
Visualization, 
Language, Environmental Sounds, 
Sales, Motivation, Subliminal, Video. 
Exciting 46 pg, Marc 5 calalog $1, 508 


DELICIOUS 

INTIMATES. 

Glearwater Nights 

is possibly the most 

luscious catalog in 

the U.SA, today! 

Revealing lingerie, 

exotic underthings, 

ravishing partywear, 

enticing g-strings, 4 
surprises from Paris fe 

& London, designed especially for inti- 
mate moments. 1 yrsubscription.$1 823 


mea MARC Siem 


MARITAL AIDS. 
How to buy 
mature adult 
products without 
embarrassment 
& risk. Exclusive 
collection from 
countries around 
the world. 
Your privacy guarante 
quality, reasonable prices. Only from 
Lawrence Research Group. Must be 
21 or over to request Calalog. $3. 494 


PATHWAY 

TO VITAMIN 
POWER! 
Discover the 
Vitamin Power 
of Champions. Free Catalog lets 
you shop at home for the Nation's. 
leading natural vitamins & minorale 
for better health. 100's of items, 


656 


DAWN 
INTERNATIONAL 
WIGS. Save money 
on ready-to-wear 
wigs. America’s 
most popular 
styles & colors — 
semihand-tied 

& ultra lite! Fully 
guaranteed, no 
obligation! For instant answers to hair 
care problems, send for your Free cata- 
log today & receive our special offer! 739 
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GET CREDIT CARDS! 

Your VISA®/MasterCard® is waiting 
Let Vista Financial's Guaranteed 
Credit Program get you the Visa® 

or MasterCard® you need and deserve, 
establish your credit & solve past credit 
problems, We Guarantee it! Info 75¢. 820 


MERLITE merilite 
‘ewetny 'NDUSTRIES, INC. 


Over 500 styles for part-time or full-time 
sales people, Watches, necklaces, ear- 
rings, & more. Free selling outfit 217 


The 

LOVELIGHT 

full-color é a 

catalog of mature adult products, 

A personal shop-at-home service of 
books, films, novelties, lingerie & 100's 
of other unusual adult products, $2. 503 
The3 


MOST L | F E 


soughtafterE xX TENSION 
products TOUAT 5 ADVANCEU NUTRITION: 
today. ee 
Canthaxanthin tanning tablets 

(darker & purer than the others). DMAE 
the natural brain food for memory, 
learning, reflexes & the senses. 
Immune Power for a healthy immune 
system. Guaranteed highest quality & 
lowest prices, Le Tan Catalog 50¢. 518 
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FIREWORKS 
UNLIMITED ships 
directly trom their 
factories to your 
door Send for their 
giant full catalog of 
fireworks, sky rockets, 

Roman candles & 

more. Find out why we are America’s 
#1 source af fireworks, $2.00 204 


BANG! 


STAMFORD 
HYGIENIC 
Exciting “For Lovers Only" full 

color catalog. Adult booke, videos & 
marital aids. specially designed for your 
pleasure. Books, lotions & marital aids 
free with every order Free. 442 


KINDLE THE 

FLAME OF LOVE 

with mature adult 

products from the 

‘Adam & Eve 

full color 48 pg. 

catalog. Choose 

from the world’s 

largest selection 

of high quality 

books, birth control products, lingerie & 
marital aids. Privacy, fast service & 
499 


money-back guarantee, Free. 


SAVINGS TO 60% on 
Short Notice travel 

Also, tremendous savings 
‘on domestic hotels, 
restaurants, tourist 
attractions. And only DTI 
members receive 5%-7% 
Cash Bonuses on domestic 
airfare, world-wide 
cruises, tours 

& charters! Discount 


Travel International. Free info. 263 


TANTALIZE YOUR 
PARTNER with the 
most provocative & 
sophisticated catalog 
of adult sex toys & 
lingerie ever published. 
Large & tall sizes 
available. Information = 
on how to create Vy Ne 
more joy & pleasure in 5) 
your relationship. 32 pgs. of full 

Color Send $3.50 today! ($3.50 refund 
coupon included with catalog) 433 


BODYBUILDING 

CATALOG: 

Brand new catalog 

for men & women. 

Who really want 

to get into shape. 

All kinds of products, 
books & courses! 

No other catalog 

like itanywhere! Thio 
catalogisamustforthe © 
bodybuilding enthusiast! Universal 
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INTRODUCING — 
Masterplanner an 
ingenious new way 
to lose weight fast & 
keep it off for good, 
“SELF Magazine” 
calls it "1 of tha hest, easiest, 

most organized ways" to lose weight. 
Unconditional guarantee. Free 050 


low prices. Bioraanic Brands. 
ADULT 


VideoMail 


GASSETTES 

VideoMail 

brings you 

the best in adult 

video cassettes 

(VHS & Beta). Choose trom dozens ot the 
best (ull engi color filins, Guaranteed 
quality, privacy & low prices. Free, 242 


OBESITY 
VSNCu ELIMINATED 
YOU'HE FAT! IN 1985? 


Medical Experts 

report overwhelming 

diet successes. Natural & safe 
treatment effects weight loss without 
changing any eating habits. Send 

‘50¢ for copy of amazing data & start 
losing unwanted pounds immediately! 
$6.00 discount certificate included. 624 


Bodybuilding. $1.00 012 
1001 FREE SAMPLES, 
ROOKS, Ftc. This 
lists well over 1001 WW 
feetoms nacsryone J AIRY BN 
Gan gel. Descriptions, 

pictures & where to write. 

aways from famous brand companies, 
trade associations & government 
agencies. Such as: Shampoo, Vitamins, 
Color Film, Cheese Samples. Recipes 


amazing 64 pa. book 
Get 100's of dollars worth of free give- 
& much, much more. Send $2.00, 206 


fredericke of 
Hollywood The best 
kept secrets of Sex 
Appeal. Fashion 
catalog features 
exclusive designs in 
drocses, sportewoar 
sanstiouis lingerie, 
bras, foundations, & 
accessories. Send y 

$2.00 for 1 yt catalog subscription. 
plus receive $25 worth of discount 
Gift Cortificates with 1st ordor 374 


GIFTS OF LINGERIE 

are always appreciated 

& so affordable. 

Night & Day Intimates 

is an exclusive 

selection of delicate 

underlings, dreamy 

sleepweas loungy 

leicureweas to suit ow 

the varied lifestyle of today's woman. 

Feminine treasures to create a special 

fantasy for you & your special one, Re- 

quest your Free catalog & receive a 
$2.00 credit toward your 1st order 417 


The 
‘THE LARGEST Unde 
SELECTION OF 
UNDERWEAR can 
be found in The 
Undergear Catalog. 
Large selection of 
men’s boxers, 4 
briefs, bikinis, 
tanks, T-shirts & active workout wear 
Every fabric & cut. Hard-to-find items, 
imports & exclusive original designs for 
men & women. It's a world of the finest 


re 


| 204-8200 e4a-rnce 417-rncc 494 -¢9.00 608 £1.00 624-s0¢ 767-76 900 FREE ! 

Tice ries nero arate rset oii cornell 
catalog plus the $1,00 service & handling charge, | 
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backs. Each has an undying will to 
survive, which has_ propelled 
them to the heights they enjoy 
today. 


In many ways, no one talks a 
better fight than Rhodes, but then 
again no one backs up that tough 
talk with equally tough action like 
Rhodes does. Flair, Hulk Hogan, 
Jesse Ventura and a lot of other 


The Dream is about to send 
Ole Anderson sailing over 
the ropes. 


flashy talkers of today owe a 
tremendous debt to Rhodes, who 
paved the way years ago with his 
fur coat, sequined robes and off- 
beat style. His grit, determination, 
honesty and down to earth nature 
have all combined to make Dusty 
Rhodes one of the most popular 
and successful wrestlers of all 
time. He’s young enough to cap- 


ture more titles and glory before 
he rides off into the Texas sunset. 
But that’s a long way off, so even 
if one day the “American Dream” 
does leave, he will never be 


forgotten. His legacy will live on 
in the hearts of the young compe- 
titors who are following in his 
footsteps. 


The Dream battles Tully Blanchard 
during a wild barbed wire brawl 


By Debra Carlton 


The Fabulous Freebirds are one of the premier teams in the sport. 


eople either like them or 

they can't stand them, but 
no one is indifferent to the Fabu- 
lous Freebirds. In a contract 
move that has been rumored to 
involve a cool seven figure sum, 
the Freebirds have wasted no 
time making their presence felt in 
the UWF. Armed with their latest 
video, ZZ Top’s “Can't Stop 
Rocking,” the sequel to Hayes’ 
incomparable “Bad Street,” the 
‘Birds have rocked the founda- 
tions of the old Mid-South federa- 
tion and declared war on who- 
ever is unlucky enough to get in 
their way. 

The Freebirds don't have any 
particular prejudice about their 
adversaries. Whoever steps into 
the ring with one of the stands in 
the ring against all of them and 
had better be prepared to take the 
consequences of an uninvited 
stroll down Bad Street. 

Immediately after entering the 
UWF, the 'Birds incurred the 
wrath of the fans by confronting 
their enemy of old, Ted Di Biase. 
That wouldn't be so bad, except 
that in the time since the ‘Birds 
and Di Biase last met, Di Biase 
has undergone a change and be- 
come a hero to the fans. Accord- 
ing to Freebird logic, the ‘Birds 
believe that if they drop Di Biase 
on his head it will unscramble his 
brains and set him straight again. 
At any rate, the battle with Di 
biase is just the beginning. 

The return of Cowboy Bill 
Watts to the ring has resulted in 
Michael Hayes, leader of the 
"Birds, doing the color com- 
mentary at ringside. Now Hayes 
makes a good commentator. He 
calls the match fairly, giving 
credit to whoever deserves it, fan- 
favorite or rulebreaker. It's when 
he adds his opinion to the com- 
mentary that people start getting 


Terry Gordy catches 
' Lance Von Erich 


Terry Gordy ; Michael Hayes 
proudly holds up his y clamps a powerful 
finger after winning i i side headlock on 


the WWF belt. BY. os | Terry Taylor. 
ee Kl 


The Fabulous Freebirds 
are interviewd by 
Pete Berkholtz 


in Houston, 
Ld 


excited. The fans don’t always #MIUIGRECREE 5 
agree with Michael’s personal [iRgMieems og 
views of the wrestlers he is com- pele oe Blacewal 
menting on and neither do the [iPimabatusrastba 
other wrestlers. That doesn't cage battle. 
bother Hayes too much though. 
One thing about him, he is an 
original. As for Buddy Roberts, he 
is the smallest of the Freebirds, but 
they are all big men. At times his 
size belies his talent, but he has 
talent and many have found that 
out to their misfortune. Buddy is a 
good rulebreaker, who has a 
wrestling style which is highly 
unusual. He breaks the rules 
straight up but without making 
excuses or trying to hide it 
Roberts will look you straight in 
the eye and tell you that rule- 
breakers are not always the bad 
guys. Given the number of 
brawlers in different alliances 
that enjoy the status of fan- 
favorite, one is inclined to agree 
with him. 

When Freebirds Hayes and 
Roberts flew into the UWF, Terry 
“Bam-Bam” Gordy was on tour in 
Japan. It was when the biggest 
Bird returned stateside that the 
Freebirds really shook the UWF. 
After the old Mid-South alliance 
became the new UWF, then 
champion “Hacksaw” Jim Dug- 
gan agreed to retire the North 
American belt and compete in an 
invitational tournament that was 
to be held in Houston to deter- 
mine the new Universal Wrestling 
Federation Heavyweight Champ- 
ion. Many insiders and most of 
the fans thought that Duggan 
would simply be exchanging the 
old belt for a new one, but they 
underestimated the big gun from 
Bad Street. Gordy fought four 
matches that night and when the 
dust cleared it was “Bam-Bam” 
that walked away with not only 
the new belt, but the $100,000 
grand prize as well. 

In the first round, it was a battle 
of the birds as Freebird Gordy 


disposed of the “Birdman” Koko 
B. Ware. Second round action 
saw Di Biase go down, while 
Steve “Dr. Death” Williams saw 
the shiny side of some brass 
knuckles in the third. The final 
match of the evening and the one 
that would determine the new 
champion was to be between 
Gordy and Jim Duggan. Duggan 
had defeated Kamala earlier in 
the evening and had just finished 
an’ unscheduled bout with the 
One Man Gang, who had stormed 
into the ring, angry at the world 
for not being invited to compete 
in the tournament. Duggan put 
the behemoth down, but in the 
process, suffered a severe head 
injury. * 
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While Freebird Terry Gordy 
fumed in the middle of the ring, 
the officials allowed the injured 
fan-favorite five minutes to rest 
before having to face his furious 
challenger. Give Duggan credit— 
he tried. Terry Gordy is a big man 
and a very talented wrestler. Dug- 
gan would have to be in peak 
condition to have a chance at tak- 
ing Gordy, but that night in 
Houston he was in no shape to 
face the baddest of the ‘Birds, 
even without the interference 
from Michael Hayes. A piledriver 
put Duggan away and it was a 
parade down Bad Street as 
Gordy received the prize money 
and the shiny new UWF belt. 

Things are really stirred up in 
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the UWF now. The result of the 
tournament does not set well with 
the fans, and now the Freebirds 
are wanted men. Grapplers such 
as Duggan, Terry Taylor, Di 
Biase and Williams will be after 
the 'Birds, seeking retaliation for 
the tournament, and shots at the 
new belt will be demanded as 
their due. These guys need to 
remember one thing. Chasing the 
Fabulous Freebirds is one thing, 
it's what happens after you catch 
them that’s dangerous. For those 
that are invited to walk down Bad 
Street it's a pleasant experience, 
but for those that stray onto the 
street without an engraved invita- 
tion, it's a trip through hell. 


The Fabulous Freebirds make 
their way to the ring. 
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As Robert Gibson g 
holds Ivan, Morton jumps ff 
off the rope and takes aim. 


The Rock and Roll Express 
are the most popular tag team 
in the sport today. 


Ricky Morton 

has been wrestling 
in more singles 
bouts lately. 


hopes for a brief interlude in 
which to regain their perspec- 
tives were not to be realized. 
The waters had not yet calmed 
before they were again churned 
to tidal wave proportions by the 
arrival of Jim Cornette and his 
Midnight Express, Dennis Con- 
drey and Bobby Eaton. Morton 
became the focus of their atten- 
tion. They believed that by break- 
ing Ricky, who is the stronger of 
the twosome, their victory would 
then be sure and easy. Robert is, 
of course, just as strong physic- 
ally, and is as capable and 
talented as Ricky, but he lends 
himself more to the role of 
follower than that of leader. 


Morton is definitely the extrovert 


and driving force of the Rock-n- 
Roll Express, He meets head-on 
each and every assault. There- 
fore, the Express thought, if they 
could put the director out of 
action, the show would have to 
close. = 

Their attempts to injure Morton 
were successful. He was re- 
peatedly beaten and bruised by 
Cornette's tennis racket. Yet the 
battle continued until Cornette 
finally rallied enough deceit, cun- 
ning and treachery to defeat 
them—outside the rules. And so, 
regardless of the method, they 
took the seat of World Tag Cham- 
pions from the Rock-n-Roll Ex- 
press. 

But a chance to regain their 


fame was not long in coming for 
the Rock-n-Rollers. It came in 
the form of the first annual Jim 
Crockett Memorial Tag Team 
Tournament. Even with the Road 
Warriors in contention the team 
of Morton and Gibson looked 
good and were given better than 
even odds of taking home the 
prize. But amazingly they didn't 
even make it through the first 
round of competition. 

Their match was with the 
Sheepherders, with flag bearer, 
Jack Victory at ringside. While it 
was a classic example of out- 
and-out robbery — that fact 
didn’t change the outcome. They 
went down on a disqualification. 
Morton had his opponent down 


Dennis Condrey twists Morton's arm as Jim Cornette clobbers him with his tennis racket. 
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“Now you don’t have to spend 
thousands of dollars to own 
your own SPA!” 


INTRODUCING 


The Malibu 
HYDRO 


Featuring the Hydro Pump jet action 
for help with relieving tired muscles, 
releasing tension, or just plain fun! 


Operates on a 12 volt sealed rechargeable 
battery (sold separately). ORDER NOW and 
receive the special Malibu HYDRO SPA acces- 
sory package—a $70,00 value for only $45.00 
Accessory package includes: 


Relax at the end of the day in your very own 
Malibu HYDRO SPA, Simply turn it on and let 
the HYDRO PUMP jet action circulate the 
water, creating a gentle massaging action. En- 
joy hours of pleasure alone or with friends. 
Holds four adults comfortably. 

Each HYDRO SPA features heavy 20 gauge 
reinforced PVC construction, simulated Ked- 
wood finish and a 200 gallon capacity. Comes 
complete with the uni-directional high-impact 
styrene, chrome-tipped HYDRO PUMP, 

Completely portable, inflates and assembles 
in minutes without tools. Deflates for easy 
storage. Measures 16 feet in circumference by 
30 inches high when assembled. 


One 12 volt 6AH rechargeable BATTERY. 
One BATTERY CHARGER, designed for 
use with the 12 volt GAH sealed 
battery tu insure hundreds of hours 
of HYDRO PUMP operating pleasure. 
One AIR PUMP. . .to inflate and deflate 
your Malibu HYDRO SPA quickly 
and effortlessly. Operates on the 
same battery that the HYDRO PUMP 
uses so you can inflate anywhere. 


ORDER NOW sad Send to: B.E.N. Corp., Charge my _ Visa ___ MasterCard 
WU. x ept. 
recelvelthe’spactuliMaliud HVDHO NGS tenet om te cata coal (acca Exp, date 
SPA accessory package. A $70.00 - ey. 
value for only $45.00, and we will ~ Enclésed is haat Plea $19.95 fretght, | Signature — 
nce and handling for one Malibu 
pay insurance. freight and handling. | —ypRo spa (Total $218.95) PRiNGe 
eee Vries Enclosed is an additional $45.00 for the 
SE ro) he, =) Malibu HYDRO SPA accossory package. | Address 
fg a A (¢ PPE | Enclosed is my ___ check ___ money order, | __ 
= —A. payable tu B.E.N. Corp. New York residents | «City State Zip 
Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. Money back guarantee 


RECHARGEABLE 
BATTERY 


BATTERY 


CHARGER AIR PUMP 


add 7% sales tax, For speedy delivery send 
money order. 


on product less postage and handling. 


for the pin when Victory jumped 
into the ring and went after him 
with the flag pole. Morton came 
at him like a mad man, grabbing 
the intended weapon and swing- 
ing wildly at Victory. Morton 
earned a DQ for his team without 
the referee even questioning 
Victory’s illegal presence in the 
ring. Such are the breaks of the 
profession. 

But now the Rock-n-Roll success 
as one of the nation’s top teams has 
come to a screeching halt. The 
past six months has seen them 
battle personal injury, bad calls 
and constant controversy. Any of 
these is enough to cause stress 
on a team, but all of them at the 
same time would surely have 
seen the violent parting of ways 
for most competitors. And, while 
there has been no outward 
appearance of trouble between 
the two, it's undeniable that 
they've been in far more single 


matches than team events of late. 

As if things weren't bad enough, 
Ric Flair, the master planner, has 
begun his own campaign to split 
and destroy the pair. Knowing 
Morton's tendency to strike back, 
he began to verbally insult not 
only the team, but the fans who 
support them. And as expected, 
Morton answered Flair’s accusa- 
tions in the ring. 

Unfortunately Ricky Morton 
got more than he ever bargained 
for. While wrestling the champion, 
Morton, sensing victory well within 
his grasp, mounted the top rope 
and delivered a devasting drop 
kick. The force of Morton's kick 
knocked Flair to the mat and the 
referee out of the ring. Ricky 
immediately jumped on Flair for 
the pin but the referee was no- 
where to be found. Seizing this 
golden opportunity Arn Ander- 
son and Tully Blanchard jumped 
into the ring and began to maul 


Morton twists Wild Bill Irwin's neck 


Ricky Morton. While Arn and 
Tully held Morton's face down on 
the mat, Ric Flair repeatedly 
kicked Morton in the head. Then 
Flair jumped off the rope and hit 
Morton with one of his patented 
knee drops. Morton's nose was 
squashed right into the mat. 
Finally, Robert Gibson, Magnum 
T.A. and Ronnie Garvin and 
several other wrestlers ran to 
Ricky's aid but by then it was too 
late. The damage had already 
been done. Ricky Morton's nose 
was broken. The following week 
Ricky appeared on the Super- 
station, WTBS with his nose 
heavily bandaged. In his hand 
Morton held a plexiglass face 
mask similar to a hockey player's 
face mask and vowed to get 
revenge on Ric Flair. 

But where does this leave 
Robert Gibson? And what can we 
expect next from the Rock-n-Roll 
Express? 
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Both men contend that there is 
not now, nor has there ever been 
any problems between them. 
“Rock-n-Roll is not separated. 
You cannot take one form the 
other. We have had differences 
on a singles basis with other 
people, that’s all, and those dif- 
ference need taking care of—like 
Flair. But we will be back together 
and together we create a lot of 
stormy weather. The Midnight 
Express had better be on the 
lookout because the clouds are 
movin’ in fast and dark. And Rick 
Flair and his henchmen will get 
what they deserve too. We've had 
some bad breaks, but we're not 
one of your ‘here today and gone 
tomorrow’ teams, and | think 
we've proved that. We've been 
around along time and there ain't 
nothin’ or nobody that can keep 
us down.” 

But, according to observers 
close to the scene, unless the 
situation is halted soon, and the 
fire is reignited, the team of R-n-R 
could very well become shaky 
and acquire some dark clouds of 
their own. Sooner or later a team 
is bound to lose the desire to 
compete. And how many beat- 
ings can a man be expected to 
endure for a cause not related 
directly to his own personal 
safety? 

Within the next few months, 
predictions are that if the present 
circumstances end, the Rock-n- 
Roll Express may not be able to 
repair the damage it has recently 
suffered. Hopefully, things will 
bind them together rather than 
tear them apart. At their best, they 
are an exciting, capable and 
talented team, which never fails 
to thrill an audience with their 
high-flying skills and quick recov- 
'eries. 

Good Luck Ricky and Robert. 
‘We can only hope things will be 
looking up soon. 


Ivan Koloff hurls Ricky Morton across the ring 
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ELIMINATORS. 


For problem-free video, and a higher standard 
of performance from today’s VCRs. 


With video cassettes, it’s not just what you see. It’s also what you don't see. 


That’s why, in an independent study, more people chose TDK over 
other leading brands. 


Delivering a higher standard of performance, TDK HS virtually elimi- 
ey nates potential picture problems. So, instead of bleeding colors 
@ and distorted images, TDK HS produces pure, vibrant colors, 
crisp images and clean, natural sound. Additionally, TDK’s exclu- 
sive HDD binder system effectively reduces dropouts caused by 
particle shedding. That means your picture is there to stay. Day 
after day. Play after play. All this makes TDK HS the ideal video cassette, 


And when you want an extra high standard of performance—even 
at the slower recording speeds—we offer TDK E-HG video cassettes. 
They're perfect for those special programs and movies you want to 
capture—and keep for a lifetime. GARY 
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TDK HS and E-HG, One look and 3) 
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you'll eliminate all other video ~rr); 
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&T DIK. 


THE ART OF PERFORMANCE. 


TDK is the world's leading manufacturer of audio an: 


cassettes from your mind. 
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d video cassettes and floppy disk products. 
Simulated TV Picture © 1986 TDK Electronics Corp, 


